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CLASSIFICATION, NOMENCLATURE, DESCRIPTION, RANGE 
 
NAME:  Lupinus huachucanus Jones 
COMMON NAME: Huachuca Mountain Lupine 
SYNONYMS: Lupinus plantanophilus 
FAMILY:  Fabaceae, Bean Family 
 
AUTHOR, PLACE OF PUBLICATION: Jones, Marcus E. 1908. Contr. W. Bot. 12: 10. 
 
TYPE LOCALITY: Santa Rita Mountains, Arizona. 
 
TYPE SPECIMEN: Marcus E. Jones.  
 
TAXONOMIC UNIQUENESS:  The genus Lupinus contains about 200 species worldwide 

(Hickman 1993).  Lehr (1978) recognizes 25 species in Arizona.  C.P. Smith (1938) identified 
two varieties, var. huachucanus and var. praescaposus. 

 
DESCRIPTION: Herbaceous perennial; leaves prostrate to ascending, in a rosette; leaflets 

5-7, with long, spreading hairs, acute on both ends; flowers born in racemes above leaves on 
ascending or erect stalks up to 22 cm long; corolla 7-9 mm long, banner and wings violet-
blue, wings yellow toward center, keel white, tipped in purple, with fine hairs on margin.       

 
AIDS TO IDENTIFICATION: Relatively small plant with extremely hairy leaves, ciliate 

keel, racemes surpassing foliage.  Similar in appearance to Lupinus concinnus Agardh., which 
has a more erect habit, pink flowers, and a non-ciliate keel, but this species is not found in the 
same habitat.  (Note: the racemes of L. concinnus often do not surpass the foliage.) 

 
ILLUSTRATIONS: Line Drawing (USFWS). 
 
TOTAL RANGE: Southern Arizona and Mexico (Sonora: Sierra de las Ajos; Chihuahua: 

northernmost portion of Sierra Madre Occidental; Durango: Santiago Papasquiro). 
 
RANGE WITHIN ARIZONA: Cochise County: Chiricahua and Huachuca Mountains; 

Santa Cruz County: Santa Rita Mountains. 
 
 
SPECIES BIOLOGY AND POPULATION TRENDS 
 
GROWTH FORM: Acualescent herbaceous forb/herb perennial. 
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PHENOLOGY: Flowers from March to May. 
 
BIOLOGY:  Frost tolerant, often seen with ice crystals on leaflet hairs in early spring.  

Population size and distribution is tied to spring rains, usually with scattered populations but 
can be locally common.   

 
HABITAT:  Found in pine forest on moderate to steep slopes in the US, and in oak-

pine forest in Mexico.  Most common in canyon bottoms and along roadsides. 
 
ELEVATION: US: 5,000 to 6,700 ft. (1524 to 2044 m)    Mexico: 6,080 to 7,600 ft. (1600 

to 2000 m). 
 
EXPOSURE:   
 
SUBSTRATE:   
 
PLANT COMMUNITY: Associated plant species may include: Quercus hypoleucoides, Q. 

arizonica, Pseudotsuga, Pinus engelmannii. 
 
POPULATION TRENDS: Unknown. Can be locally common, but populations are quite 

scattered. 
 
 
SPECIES PROTECTION AND CONSERVATION 
 
ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT STATUS: None 
STATE STATUS:     None 
OTHER STATUS:     Forest Service Sensitive (USDA, FS Region 
         3 1999). 
 
MANAGEMENT FACTORS:  
 
PROTECTIVE MEASURES TAKEN:  
 
SUGGESTED PROJECTS:  
 
LAND MANAGEMENT/OWNERSHIP: DOD - Fort Huachuca Military Reservation; USFS - 

Coronado National Forest. 
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